
Tate Wentz
Water Quality Section Manager

Arkansas’s Nonpoint Source Pollution Program



ANRD-Water Quality Section

• Nonpoint Source Program
• Arkansas Unpaved Roads Program
• Arkansas Nutrient Reduction Strategy
• Wetland and Riparian Zone Tax Credit Program

Arkansas Association of Conservation Districts Annual Meeting 
July 12-13, 2023



Pollution Sources and Delegated Authority

NPDES
MS4 Nonpoint Source 
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Water Quality and Agriculture

• From the USDA soil portal, the cost of 
soil erosion is estimated at $44.39 
billion in the United States. 

• This value includes lost productivity, 
along with sedimentation and 
eutrophication of water reservoirs. 

• Lost farm income is estimated at $100 
million per year as a result of soil 
erosion in the U.S.
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ANRD-Water Quality Section
Arkansas Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS) Management

• Annually funded at ~$3 million

• Subaward NPS projects

• Watershed Management Plans

• NPS Best Management Practices implementation

• Bank Stabilization

• Education & Outreach

• Low impact development/green infrastructure

• Title 10 Cost Share Program with Conservation Districts
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ANRD-Water Quality Section
Arkansas Nonpoint Source Pollution (NPS) Management

FY24 Request for Project Pre-Proposals

July 17-September 15

https://www.agriculture.arkansas.gov/natural-
resources/divisions/water-management/nonpoint-source-
management/

ANRC.Nonpoint@agriculture.arkansas.gov
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Title X Cost Share Program

• Adopted February 16, 1994, by Arkansas State 
Legislature

• Voluntary program
• Producer/Landowner best management 

practice (BMP) implementation
• 319 grant facilitated through county 

conservation districts
• NRCS standards
• Decreasing nonpoint source pollution
• Not competing with NRCS programs

No-Till on Recently Planted Soybean Field



Two budgets in one project
Conservation District 

• $75,000 BMP implementation 
• Not total project amount

• 60% Federal : 40% Match
• Match Sources
• Reporting
• Work with landowners 

Landowner

• $15,00 per Landowner
• Max for Federal $ 

• 40% Landowner : 60% Federal
• NRCS cost list
• Implement approved BMP’s
• Paid after final inspection
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ANRD-Water Quality Section

Nutrient Reduction Strategy
• Gulf of Mexico Hypoxia Taskforce
• First update since 2014
• IIJA funding for Gulf Hypoxia Program
• $4,174,999 available for AR
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Prioritization Map

Bull Shoals 
Reservoir

Middle Fork White
Illinois

L’Anguille
Lake Conway –
Point Remove

Lower Arkansas –
Maumelle

Bayou Meto



ANRD-Water Quality Section

Wetland and Riparian Zone Tax Credit Program
• Since 1996, nearly 250 applications & 
~$5.7 million in tax credits

ANRD Commission Meeting June 1, 2022



W&RTC Successes
• Since 1996…

• Nearly $5.7 million in tax 
credits approved

• Over 250 applications
• Over 30 miles of restoration
• Last four years,

• 19 (10 projects; 1,232 ft.)
• 20 (10 projects; 2,189 ft.)
• 21 (19 projects; 4,327 ft.)
• 22 (17 projects; 2,170 ft.)

• Currently at $500,000 cap
• Approve ~$600,000-$900,000 annually
• Current claims ~$250,000, annually
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Common 
NRCS 
Practices

• Cover Crop (340)
• Cross Fencing (382)
• Wildlife habitat Planting 

(420)
• Tree/Shrub 

Establishment (612)
• Forest Stand 

Improvement (666)
• Heavy Use Area 

Protection (561)
• Riparian Forest Buffer 

(391)
• Wetland Creation (658)

• Silvopasture (381)
• Watering Facility (648)
• Herbaceous Weed 

Treatment (315)
• Wetland Enhancement 

(659)
• Wetland Restoration 

(657)
• Wetland Wildlife 

Habitat Management 
(644)
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WRTC – AGFC Private Lands Division March 1, 2023

EQIP Scenarios
Practice No. Name Scenario No. Description Scenario 

Unit
Scenario 
Cost

Cost/Unit Farm A
56.84 ac

644 Wetland 
Wildlife 
Habitat 
Management

6 Developmen
t of Deep 
Micro-
Topographic 
Features w/ 
Heavy Equip.

20 ac $2,171.08 $108.55 @ 56.84
$6,169.98

391 Riparian 
Forest Buffer

2 Hardwood 
with Row 
Crop 
Foregone 
Income

5 ac $2,557.06 $711.41 @ 10 ac
$7,115.10

587 Structure for 
Water 
Control

3 Commercial 
Inline 
Flashboard 
Riser Reg.

1,000 
diameter 
inch foot

$6,877.16 $6.88 @ 2,000
$13, 760

TOTAL $27,045.08

60%=$16,227 40%=$10,818



Questions

Tate Wentz
Water Quality Section Manager
Natural Resources Division-Arkansas Dept. of Agriculture
tate.wentz@agriculture.arkansas.gov
501.682.3914
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